




| The WESTERN 
P | RAILROADER 


For the Western Railfan 








heir 
who 
ie 








13 
re 


ad. 


20 


ill 






i £ eee t Re 
‘ 2: ‘3 ad ie matt 


SACRAMENTO NORTHERN INSPECTION TRAIN 






AIF. 











LEAVING OAKLAND 


litors 


Photographed by Arthur Lloyd, May 13, 1947, see page 5 








Vole 10, No. 8 JULY, 1947 Number 95 


Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


RAILFAN EXCURSIONS FOR FALL STRAIGHTENED OUT. 


Perhaps we didn't have anything to do with it---after 
all everybody wants to have their. fan trips spaced right. 
Here is the schedule: 


SEPTEMBER 14 -- Railway & Locomotive Historical 

Society's Pacific Coast Chapter 

trip to Santa Cruz and Davenport covering the branch lines 
north of Santa Cruz with photo stop at Watsonville Junction. 


OCTOBER 4-5 -- California-Nevada Railroad Historical 

Society double overnight trip to the 

Virginia & Truckee. Leave Saturday night, return Monday morn- 
ing. Tentitive fares are $14.25 in coaches; $18.80 in Pullman, 


A plea by both groups, and a practice that should warrent 
the support of all railfans, is the making of reservations in 
advance. The fellow who waits to buy a ticket at the Ferry 
Building the day of the trip isn't really supporting the trip 
in the manner that he should. As soon as tickets are offered 
for sale, drop your check or money order into the mail with 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope for return. When the 
excursion director can go to the railroad with 200 advance res- 
ervations, he can start insisting on the routes, schedules, 
equipment, stops and souvenirs that we all would like, 


It is common knowledge that the Fort Bragg trip was given 
up for this year because the railroads tendered a schedule 
leaving San Rafael at 7:00 a.m. and ns at 2:00 a.me 
the following morning. When that schedule Is bettered, rest 
assured that this most popular trip will be operated. 


LOS ANGELES GROUP PLAN'S "MILLIONAIRES! SPECIAL" 


The most expensive "fan" trip to be sponsored by 
western group will be operated August 30, 31 and September 1, 
by John M. Ferris for the Railway Club of Southern California 
via the Santa Fe Railway to the Grand Canyon. Fares will 
start at $50.00 for coach to $46.00 in lower berth. These 
so called "Holiday" trips feature a fine ride and photo stops 
and are well worth the money---if I could afford them. 
Send reservations to Railway Club of Southern California, P.0. 
Box 116, Los Angeles 42, Calif. Phone: CLeveland 72664, 








Next time, try the train 


CALIFORNIA WESTERN ANNOUNCES SUMMER SCHEDULES 


Fans wishing to take a fine "independent" fan trip 
this summer are directed to the California Western 
which has announced the following schedule for the 
summer months effective June 20th. 

Leave Willits 7:00 AM; Arrive Fort Bragg 9:00 AM; Leave Fort 
Bragg 10:00 AM; Arrive Willits 12:01 PM; Leave Willits 2:05 
PM; Arrive Fort Bragg 4:00 PM; Leave Fort Bragg 5:30 PM; Arr- 
ive Willits 7:30 PM. -- TT. Eriksen, Jr. 
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: My ‘Favorite Rail- Photo 


From the collection of Fred A. Stindt 


iy favorite rail photo for the year 1946 was Southern 
Pacific 2103 pictured above. The little ten-wheeler was 
outshopnved by Manchester in 1902 for the El Paso and South- 
western. It was given Number 19 and later 115. When the 
EP&SW was taken over by the S.P. in 1924, it was given its 
present number. For many years I have been waating to 
obtain a snap of this engine, the last of the T-36 class, but 
the engine never seemed to want to leave its home in the 
desert sagebrush of the Tuscon Division. 

SoJuly of last year saw me in Phoenix, Arizona, to track 
down the 2103. At 8:00 A.Me one morning I arrived at the 
Phoenix roundhouse only to have the dispatcher inform me that 
the engine had left two hours before headed for Tempe, eight 
miles away. I didn't have too mech time as I wanted to 
catch the noon train back to Los Angeles. Hailing a taxi, 

I started rambling along the side roads enroute to Temme. 

I finally caught up with the locomotive working on a quarry 
spur. The sun light was not quite right, but after talking 
to the conductor, he said he would be stopped in Tempe where 
the sun would be just right. How correct he was is shown 
by the photogreph reproduced above. 

A few hours later I was headed back to Los Angeles with 
my mission accomplished---and just in time for the 2103 is 
nolonger on the S.P. roster having been scrapped early this 


year. Fred A. Stindt 
WAR. SURPLUS ENGINES REPLACE OLD ALASKA RAILROAD POWER 


War surplus equipment assigned to the overnment 

Alaska Railroad including a pe ctr il teeke have else 
twelve old locomotives which are now at the Bethlehem Steel 
Company's Seattle, Washington, plant for scrapping. They 

are fl, O-4=2T; 5, O-4-0T; 224, 239, 270, 272 and 285 2-6-0's; 
501, 0-6-0; 606 and 614,- 2-6-0; 751 and 752, 2-8-2. The 301° 
was formerly Northern Pacific 1042 while the 751 and 752 were 
Northern Pacific 1676 and 1692 respectively. --- Al Farrow 
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NOTES ON THE CALIFORNIA LOGGING RAILROADS 


The lumber railroad at Canby formerly operated by the 
BIG LAKES LUMBER & BOX is now owned by the RALPH L. SMITH 
LUMBER COMPANY who have about four more years of operation 
in view. In addition to the 104, a Willamette shay, which 
was part of the Big Lakes operation, the line now has a #1 
from the CONSOLIDATED TIMBER COMPANY, a Pacific Coast shay 
built by Lima in 1929 as number 3334. The #1 was previous- 
ly owned by the TIDEPORT LOGGING COMPANY of Deep River, Wash- 
ington. The former WALKER HOVEY LUMBER COMPANY 91, shay, 
is still at Canby, but has not been used for several years, 


The PICKERING LUMBER COMPANY's new shay mentioned in 
the last issue has been identified as the former FRUIT GROWERS 
SUPPLY engine #5 from its Hilt operation. The engine was 
sold a few years ago to the STANDARD LOGGING COMPANY, Cochran, 
Washington County, Oregon, where she operated as #60. This 
three-truck shay was identified by her 1925 Lima builders 
number #35286. 


FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY, which has mills at Hilt, 
Susanville and Westwood has renamed its "Lassen Operations" 
to "Susanville Operation" and the railroad equipment has been 
so lettered. The former RED RIVER LUMBER COMPANY operations 
have been assigned the name “Westwood Operation", but as yet 
no equipment has been so lettered. Engine number 3 of the 
Susanville Operation, a 2-6-0 from the OCEAN SHORE RY, has 
been scrapped. 


CLOVER VALLEY LUMBER COMPANY is preparing to scrap its 


number 3, a three-truck shay, but is retaining its other shay, 
number 11, for stand-by. The mumber 11 is a former SIERRA 
RAILWAY and VERDI LUMBER COMPANY engine. 


CASPAR LUMBER COMPANY has ceased to operate its logging 
railroad which is popularly known as the CASPAR, SOUTH FORK 
& EASTERN RAILROAD, and all logs are being brought in by truck, 
The railroad has not operated this year except for an occasional 
car of oil hauled out to camp by engine #3, 2-6-2T, for the 
donkey engine. 


THE PACIFIC LUMBER COMPANY's number 33, climax, has been 
stranded at the Jordan Creek camp since January, 1946, when 
a bridge across the Eel River washed out. The logs are being 
trucked to Scotia. The Yager operations are being handled 
by 37, 2-8-2T, and 38, climax. The former Napa Valley cars 
are at Yager, but are not in service. 


The HAMMOND LUMBER COMPANY is now operating its line 
north out of Samoa, but the logs are being trucked to rail- 
head. Puture rail-head may be Crannell according to late 
reports though the line extends north to Big Lagoon. 


From reports of DOUGLAS S, RICHTER, JOHN CARRICK AND JACK GIBSON 


NORTHWEST NOTE 


The WATERVILLE RAILWAY has sold their 949, 4-6-0, to the 
M. Block & Company of Seattle for scrapping. This engine was 
formerly Great Northern 949, It was replaced by a 200 hep. 
second hand diesel-electric. --- Albert Farrow 
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Tuesday, May 13, 1947, saw the first 
Sacramento Northern inspection train since 
1945, when the remaining steel passenger 
motors MW 302 (1020) and MW 301 (1019) left 
le e-V id BEER oakland's 40th and Shafter Station for Sac- 
ramento. MW 302 furnished most of the 
NORTHERN motive power, and was perhaps the first 
passenger motor to run between Oakland and 
Sacramento with its pantagraph up. Officials including 
J. W. Evans, W. W. Nelson and G. T. Laumer were among the 
party. On the hill out of Oakland, MW 301 with an additional 
motorman at the controls helped the train over the harder spots 
in the line. At one point, Motorman Hademan stepped back 
to the controls of MV 301, and MW 301 pushed the MW 302. This 
was done because there were no safety chains, and the cars weBe 
not operated miltiple unit due to the lack of suitable jumpers. 
For the MW 301 it was its last run as a motor car, for it will 
be de-motorized and made into a bunk car. MW 300 (1009) is 
now in service as a motorless MW diner. Tuesday, the train 
also inspected the Holland Branch. Diesel-hauled, the train 
went to Chico on Wedmesday, and on Thursday, diesels pulled 
the two electric cars over the Oroville, Colusa and Woodland 
branches. The inspection trip was wound-up on Friday with 
the inspection of the Vacaville Branch--the diesel power still 
being used. 

Sacramento Northern's Ghico birney 60 is now 
painted yellow. The dashes are green-striped, and the window 
guards are also in green. This new paint scheme marks the 
fourth for Chico etreet cars. The new colors will be applied 
to the other cars when they go through their overhauls, 

-- Addison Laflin in BAERA announcement. 


STOCKTON TERMINAL BUYS DIESEL 


fhe Stockton Terminal & Eastern has purchased a war- 
surplus diesel-electric to supplement its ancient 4-4-0 
which was overhauled at the Western Pacific shops in Sacramento 
only last month. --- Kneiss and Harrison 


LATE FLASHES FROM SACRAMENTO AND SAN JOAQUIN 


WESTERN PACIFIC 84, 4-6-0, is now at Sacramento Shops 
after the Decoto wreck where a five year old shiid put the 
Feather River Express into the ditch. - Harrison & Hammond 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA TRACTION has put its former motor 
number 3 into service as trailer 18 and motor 6 as trailer 
17. Both are painted yellow with silver stripping. Cab- 
oose 16 is now painted silver. -- Harrison 

RIVER LINES "Delta Queen" arrived at New Orleans on 
May 2lst 27 days out of the Golden Gate. She was towed 
via Panama by the ocean tug "Osage". for service on the 
Mississippi between New Orleans and Cincinnati overnight. 
She was purchased by the Greene Lines Brom War Assets for 
$46,250---she cost $875,000 when she was new in 1927, 


FORMER SOUTHERN PACIFIC FREIGHT MOTORS ON IOWA LINE 


Fans may be interested in the numbers of the Southern 
Pacific's electric freight motors now in service on the 
Waterloo, Gedar Falls & Northern. The SP's 100-102 are 
now WCF&N 185-187 respectively. SP 100 is better known 
a8 Petaluma & Santa Rosa 100, the other two saw service 
in Eugene,Oregon. -= James J. Buckley 
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TROLLEY BUSSES ORDERED TO REPLACE TWO CAR LINES 


Orders for 24 trolley coaches to be delivered 

within a year, have been placed by the Municipal 

Railway to replace its Number 5 (McAllister-Fulton) 

and 21 (Hayes)street car lines. Purchase of the 

new equipment was financed with the $688,000 fund 

collected by the Market Street Railway while wait- 
ing decision from the Supreme Court on the legality of a 
state decision reducing fares. 


SAN DIEGO ELECTRIC ENDS CORONADO SERVICE 


Service on the Coronado street car lines and 5th Street 
car lines ended June 1, 1947, when the San Diego Electric 
substituted busses on these lines. 

Last car on the #9 line connecting with the Coronado 
Ferry on the mainland ended its run at 1:15 A.IM. 

Last run on the #20 line on the Coronado peninsula was 
finished at 1:28 A.N.. 

Last run on the #3, 5th Street Line, was ended when car 
#1017 pulled into Imperial car barn at 4:50 A.M. 

The end of these lines will result in the following chang- 
es: (1) Remains of Imperial car barn will be torn down, 

(2) Remaining Third Avene cars will be scrapped 

(3) The 10 class 5 400ts will be transfered to Adams, 

(4) The Wilkes-Barre cars will be sold or scrapped. 

Remaining lines are numbers 2, 7 and 11 in northeastern 
San Diego. Number 2 always uses PCC!s. Number 7 uses 400!'s 
with a few PCC's; PCC*s Sundays and evenings. Number 11 uses 
400's with PCC's and 400!s on Sundays and PCCts in the evenings. 

Remaining cars in service are the Class 5 (400-449) and 
Class 6 (501-528)--PCC's,. 

--- Eric Sanders 


CALIFORNIA STRELT CABLE CAR "LOANED" TO HOLLYWOOD 


California Street Cable Railroad car 61 was shipped June 
llth via truck to Hollywood for use in the forth coming movie 
"Mamma's Bank Account" which has a background of San Francisco 
wome thirty years ago. The car is to be returned to service 
after the filming is completed in thirty days or so. 


RAILROADS ANNOUNCE DIR&CTORS FOR NEW PULLMAN MANAGEMENT 


The 57 railroads who are purchasing the stock of the 
Pullman Company have announced the directors who will take 
over the management of the company. Included in the list 
are Byron S. Harvey, Jr., President of the Fred Harvey, Inc., 
which furnishes meals and hotel service on the Santa Fe 
System, and Mr. C. R. Harding, Assistant to the President, 
Southern Pacific Lines. of the list onky two are officers 
or directors of railroads. The railroads expect to dispose 
of the cars to the individual railroads except for pool cars 
by December 351, 1948, and continue as a "service organization" 
to those roads who desire such service. -- Santa Fe release 
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RAILROAD HISTORY ROLLS _egaii =— ISS 


WESTERN PACIFIC TO END RENO BRANCH PASSENGER RUN 


wid 








The California Utilities Commission has approved 
the request of the Western Pacific for permission to 
abandon the passenger service on the Reno Branch. 









od ViAe rif Simular applications have beem made to the ICC and 

on) Nevada authorities. Service on the Reno Branch 
has consisted of mixed train service daily between Portola 

4 and Reno. Freight service will continue on the line. - MCA 

“a JUST FOR THE RECORD 

The driver of the oil truck which was struck by the San 

Joaquin Daylight last February was acquitted on four counts of 
manslaughter by a Fresno County jury. Defense centered 
around testimony of two witnesses that he stopped the truck 

-" before driving in front of the train. Score: 6 dead,100 injured. 
NOTES ON SHORT LINE ENGINES 

‘a The McCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD has equipped its 27, 2-8-2, 
with a small S.P. vanderbilt tender and will soon equip its 

aad 2%, a sister engine, with the same type tender. Both engines 
are former COPPER RIVER & NORTHWESTERN (Alaska, abandoned) 

hang- F engines. McCloud's mumbers 14 and 15, 2-8-2's have been 
slated for retirement, and the road is looking for two mikes 
to replace theme -= Richter and Carrick 

QUINCY RAILROAD mumber 1, 0-4-4T, is now a stationary 

n boiler in a cedar mill about a mile and a half from Quincy. 

00's -- Douglas S. Richter 

ses 

mings. The KAISER STEEL PLANT at Fontana is becoming a center 

nd for scrapping old locomotives. TONOPAH & TIDEWATER #8 was 


recently cut-up along with an old SANTA FE engine-Baldwin, 
#59488, All power around the plant has been diesel-electric 
for some time and the old steam engines may soon be scrapped. 
-- Jack Whitmeyer 






















med The list of NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC locomotives omitted 
4800 the 230, 0-6-0, which is now back on the N.W.P. operating 
rye in the Willits yard. -- James L. Gayner 
SANTA FE ORDERS MORE DIESEL-ELECTRICS 
Orders for 25 more diesel-electric locomotives 
have been placed by the Santa Fe Railway. ight 
will be 6000 hep. passenger locomotives built by 
Electro-Motive; four 4000 h.p. passenger and four 
Bes “4 1000 h.p. switching by American Locomotive; six 
1000 hepe switching and one 2000 h.p. transfer by Baldwin 
| locomotive; and two 1000 hep. switching locomotive by Fair- 
8 tanks Morse & Co. 
— These locomotives will bring the Santa Fe fleet of diesel- 
don" tlectrics to 48 passenger locomotives, 73 freight locomotives, 
_ md 156 switching locomotives. --- Santa Fe release 
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TO SAVE VI 


| 


LAUNCH DRIVE 


Club Plans ¢ Campaign 
To Buy Historic 
Coaches 





| 


Although there is no immediate 
danger that the V & T will aban- 
don operations, it was revealed 
recently, however, that the com- 
pany has been selling some of its 
rolling stock during the last year, 
and the fact that other small rail- 
roads in Nevada have been seeking 
permits to quit operation is spur- 
ring interested persons in this part 


of the state to see that the V & r| 


does not follow suit. 


At a recent Exchange Club meet- | 
ing Royal Stewart, Reno attorney, 
revealed that Hollywood motion 
picture interests are trying to buy 
the two picturesque passenger cars. 





*, Railroading in Early Days 
3 


Southern Pacific officials advised} 
the Reno-Carson committee that 
they would make an immediate) 
survey of the situation with re- 
spect to the division of revenue} 


|with the V. & T. on in and out 


freight shipments and increase the 
division if it is feasible to do so. 
According to reports from the 
V & T- offices in Carson City, the 
railroad was selling some equip 
ment last fall, but has sold none 
during the last six months. One 
old locomotive was sold early this 
year but was replaced by a 1926 
model in excellent condition, and 
the other rolling stock is now be- 
ing kept intact with no intication 


TI 





Reno and Carson City are again 
launched on a campaign to save| 
the V & T railroad. 

A committee composed of Ed} 


|The Hollywood people especially 
want the Julia Bulette car and 
| No. 19 car with its yellow paint, 
| brown plush upholstery, kerosene 


that it will be dispensed with. The 
company officials have promised 
the Reno and Carson City cham-| 


Walker and Graham Dean, of Reno, 
and Arthur Suverkrup and Charles 
Oliver, of Carson City, was in San 
Francisco this week to confer with 
Southern Pacific officials about 





| 





| 


lamps and open-air vestibule. 

The motion picture interests 
have bid $4,200 for the two cars, 
but the V & T officials have agreed’ 
not to sell them to California if; 


an increase in revenue for the | | Nevada will raise an equal sum.| 


historic Nevada line. In the near 
future the Exchange Club of Reno 
will launch a campaign to raise 
$4,200 to save two historic V & T 
passenger cars from being sent to 
Hollywood. 


The "largest electric locomotive in the world" is 
being put in service on the Great Northernts 76-mile 


| 








The job of getting the money will) 
be undertaken by the Exchange 
Club in the near future, and it is 
planned to keep the two historic 
cars in Reno or Carson City as 
museum pieces. 








bers of commerce that it will sell! 
no more equipment if enough busi-| 
ness is produced to warrant keep 
ing it. - 

During the last six months the 
V & T has been making money, 
it was reported here yesterday, 
but has been putting all the profits 
back into road bed improvements. 
The road bed had not been kept 
up in a satisfattory way for some 
time previously, and there i& @ 
lot of work to ‘be done, 


Nevada State Journal 5/2/47 


Worlds Biggest Electric Locomotive 


streach of electrified track between Appleyard and 
The new locomotive delivers 6,400 h.p. 


Skykomish. 
at the generators and 5,000 hep. at the track. 
new engine will be used on the new electrification 
west of Wenatchee to Gold Bar adding 24 miles to the GN project 


The 


which is expected to be completed next year. -- Walter Thayer 
IT:MS M:sNTIONLD FOR THE RECORD 


Re 


3. 


to aid fight to save mill, 


Key System strike -- S.P. ferrys carry some commters 
offer to lease S.F. Municipal Railway by J. L. Haugh, 
former Key System president and NATIONAL CITY official. 
Lumber yard fire at Aubumn where S.P. fire train called 
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